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 Finally, an EXCELLENT planting window!  From watching channel 10 this morning, it 
looks like the rain is pushed off until Tuesday, May 26th.  Even with that, the rain was questionable 
that it would amount to much.  I know that everybody has different work loads this spring, but if you 
can finish planting corn in about a 5 day time span, I would give the ground an extra day or two to 
dry out a bit more; instead of rushing it and regretting it later. 
 
 Jay Nelson, the Chem Gro Plant Manager 
from LaHarpe, and I did a little wind shield 
surveying on Monday and we stumbled into what is 
in this picture.  This scene is taken east of Bushnell, 
IL on Hwy 9 in the Spoon River bottom.  For those 
of you who aren’t familiar with this area, the Spoon 
River is a relatively small river that is located clear 
to the far end of this picture.  There is about a 1 mile 
stretch of road that is completely under water before 
it even gets to the bridge for the river.  Not only are 
trees hung up on top of the road, but the water 
flowing over it was actually creating white caps as it 
enters the field to the south.  That is a lot of water! 
 
 This year’s “Voodoo Days”.  As you can guess, after receiving the general 5-6 inches of rain 
on May 15th, it puts this year’s Voodoo Days at May 14, 13, and possibly the 12th.  When corn seed 
or soybean seed gets planted, it likes a good general 48 hours of “leave me alone time”.  During this 
time frame, water absorbs through the seed to start the germination process.  However if an 
excessive amount of water surrounds the seed from rain, it depletes the oxygen content in the soil 
and causes very uneven emergence and possible crusting problems at the soil line.  Very cold rains 
are often the worst, as it can give the freshly germinating seed a “cold shock” which can cause the 
shoot to do some abnormal growth such as being very swollen and twisting.  The rain that we had on 
May 15th was a warmer rain, but it was just excessive in the amounts that we got.  Here are a few of 
my thoughts: 

• I think in time, most of the corn planted from May 12th-14th will emerge slowly, but we 
should get a good enough mediocre stand as long as we don’t develop a strong heavy crust.  
The extended forecast is calling for mid 50 degree lows, which will bring up moisture in the 
mornings to the surface to help keep the soil soft enough for emergence.  Getting a perfect 
stand across an entire field this year is pretty much out of the idea, and with the calendar 
nearing the end of May, a final stand of 22,000 and above is going to have to be good 
enough. 

• Should I rotary hoe?  I have already seen several hoes in action in the last two days.  The 
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ground that I am walking feels very firm when I walk across it, however I can still push my 
thumb through the seed trench which means the shoot will have no problem pushing through.  

o  A few thoughts on hoeing.  When you discover that you actually do need a rotary 
hoe, it is about 2 days too late because the crust is so hard that even the hoe won’t 
penetrate through it.  Also, I’d say about 90% of the time, due to the improved 
genetic push that these newer hybrids pack behind the shoot, a hoe really doesn’t 
increase final stands in most circumstances.  A rotary hoe does offer some 
“therapeutic properties”, because it does help trick the mind that we may be helping 
our corn crop and it provides us something to do when it is too wet to be doing 
something more constructive.  The corn planted during May 12-14th has about ½” 
long shoot on it.  A decision to hoe or not hoe will be better decided in about another 
4-5 days when the shoot will get closer to the surface.   

 
Black Cutworm moth flights:  From reading some of the U of 

IL newsletter articles, black cutworm moths have found their way 
into southern and central Illinois.  Last year in Hancock County, we 
had a tremendous amount of black cutworm feeding due to our later 
planting dates and heavy winter annual growth in wet fields that 
were delayed from getting sprayed.  Here we are, again.  Ideally, 
following an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) program, a person 
should scout and spray a rescue treatment of insecticide when black 
cutworms reach 3% cut corn plants.   

However, I am afraid that “spare time” for crop scouting will be 
extremely limited this spring due to delayed corn and soybean 
planting, and spraying burn-down, pre-emerge, and early post 
herbicide applications are all going to occur during the same time 
period we should be walking our fields.  I know that I will 
personally be busy during this time frame pulling NH3 tanks 
because Chem Gro will be custom side-dressing corn for our 
customers with our new John Deere high speed, high clearance bar.  
My worry is that many of us will have lower, mediocre final stand populations at best just due to 
tougher emergence conditions.  We cannot afford more stand loss from black cutworm feeding.  
Although it goes against IPM plans, I think it will be financially in your favor to include an 
insecticide for cutworm prevention with your first pass herbicide, especially if your fields have 
many winter annuals like the picture shows above.   

Also, as you are applying your burn-down herbicides; make sure you are getting the correct 
rates.  The 80 degree afternoons with the wet soils are making the weeds grow like weeds!  The 
field pennycress in the above picture is over 12 inches tall. 

 
 
 
 
 

That’s my 2 cents worth.  The choice and decision is always yours.   Lonne 


